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DRYWASHER'S GAZETTEAugust 2009

Send Exchange Bulletins to:
Pam Maguire, Editor
1246 Wyte Way
Banning, Ca. 92220
E-mail pam0128@verizon.net

Next Ge neral Meeting Thursday August 27th 7:00 PM

Web Address: valleyp rospectors.n et
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The Department of Fish and Game(DFG) is currently prohibited by court order from issuing suction
dredge permits. ( , Super. Ct. Alameda
County, 2009, No. RG09-43444, ordered issued July 9, 2009.) The Court order specificallyprohibits DFG
from expending any funds from the State of California General Fund to issue suction dredge permits
pursuant to Fish and Game Code section 5653, and related regulations found in sections 228 and 228.5 of
Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations. The order will remain in place as long as the related
litigation is pending or until a further order is issued by theCourt.

Additionally, as of August 6, 2009, all California instream suction dredge mining has been suspended
following the Governor's signature on a new state law. SB 670 (Wiggins), as signed intolaw by Governor
Schwarzenegger and effective immediately, prohibits the use of vacuum or suction dredge equipment in
any California river, stream or lake, regardless of whether theoperator has an existing permit issued by
DFG. The moratorium does not apply to suction dredging operations performed for the regular
maintenance of energy or water supply management infrastructure, flood control, or navigational
purposes.

The moratorium on instream suction dredge mining established by SB 670 will remain ineffect until DFG
completes a court-ordered environmental review of its permitting program and any necessary updates to
the existing regulations take effect. The court-ordered environmental review required by the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) is currently underway and DFG expects to complete the effort,
including any updates to the existing regulations, by late summer 2011.

Neither SB 670 nor any other provision of law authorizes DFG to issue refunds to current permit holders.

A violation of the moratorium on instream suction dredge mining is a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine
of up to $1,000 and six months in jail.

Important Information from the General Meeting

Gather up your Gold & Treasurer’s that you have found through the years. At the next meeting
we want you to display them for everyone to see. Don’t worry we will have security guards there
so your treasurers are safe. And we will have prizes to give to some people. We hope to see a
lot of you there showing off your collection of treasurers and gold.

Suction Dredge Permit Holders and Potential Applicants

Leeon Hillman et al. v. California Dept. of Fish and Game et al.
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VALLEY PROSPECTORS GENERAL MEETING
JULY 30, 2009

Called to Order by: Don Baranauskus, Vice President at 7:00 pm. Pledge of Allegiance by: John.
Courtesy: Pam M:- Roberta Rafferty (Mike's better half) is in the hospital. Please sign our card up front.
(GET WELL SOON MRS R.) We have 46 members and 12 Guests tonight. Minutes of the last General
Meeting (June 25'09). Jennefer J. asked if the minute where ok and that they be excepted as written in
the newsletter. 1st by Sam D. 2nd by Debbie V.H. and Roger Z. Member approved with 1 abstain.
Treasure's Report: Steve S.: We still have money.We are still a Tax Free organization. LARRY BURCH
DONATED A GOLD ''EXORCIST FILTER SYSTEM" (NO SIZE LISTED) to raffle off. THANK YOU
LARRY, BIG TIME!!!.. NOW, DONT WE HAVE JUST THE BEST MEMBERS?! Up coming Events: Raffle
of the dry washer at this years Rendezvous in Oct.09. 50/50: Digger Dan C.: Yes we will have 50/50
tonight. Lady Luck: Neva: We have"Goodies". Next month will be Gold Bags and a Nugget, plus a
donated gold scale by Dan B. Refreshments: Rose S. We have lots of fruit tonight. A ''THANK YOU'', TO
ALL WHO BROUGHT SOME TONIGHT! Next Gen. Meeting Refreshments will be ICE CREAM. NO
BOARD MEETING ON AUG.6th,YES ON GENERAL MEETING ON AUG. 27th. Membership: Debbie
V.H.: 6 New Members this month. Wagon Masters Report: Nice weather and we had some rain on Sat.
10+ for Pot Luck. Next Outing is in Big Bear, Aug 28-29-30. Claims Report: Steve S.: New Notice in
dredging. If you don't have a dredge permit as of now, you can not get one for this year. ALL PERMITS
HAVE BEEN STOPPED. If you have one, use it. Editor: Pam M.: Deadline is the 9th of every month for
articles. If you have pictures of our outings, send them to Pam and she will put them in the newsletter.
NO Gold Sales this meeting. Apparel: Larry K.: Change in the woman's tank tops. We have lots of ''stuff''.
CFMS: NONE. Blood Bank: Lorraine F.: We have 9 donations for May and June. A big ''THANK YOU" to
you who donated in MVP's name (Member of Valley Prospector). Finds of the Month: Howard B.: We will
have IOU's for the winners tonight (Thanks Howard for helping out).Library: Ed R.: Jim Straight donated
some books to our Library tonight. Thanks Jim. Programs: Don B.: Next month: Bring your Gold or Finds
that you want to share with our members. Find anything unusual or "different" and have a good story with
it? Bring it on Aug 27th and "Show and Tell". SIZE LIMIT: YOU BRING IT IN, YOU CARRY IT OUT!
Tonight's Program: Jim Straight (Man,that Jim is a giver and a half!). Refreshments from 7:35 pm to 8:00
pm. Refreshments next month: ICE CREAM. Old Business: NONE. New Business: We need to vote in
some new Alternates for the Board tonight: Ed Riehl and Steve Pepper moved up to Board Members.
Walt Evens and John Howell said they will be Alternates if the members want them too. Motion for Walt
and John H. to be Alternates made by Don B. Members agreed (1 abstain). 50/50: Winner-Mary S. Door
Prize: Don B. and Grant D. Badge Prize: Lorraine F. Finds Of The Monthby Howard : Traditional Gold:
1st: Mike E. 2nd: Pam M. Treasure: 1st: Howard B. 2nd: Lucky C. 3rd: Gary C. Detector Gold: 1st: Steve
N. Motion to adjourn by Don B at 8:12 pm. 1st by Sam D. 2nd by Roger Z.
A BIG THANKS TO DON BARANAUSKAS FOR BEING ACTING PRESIDENT FOR KENT B. THANKS
TO HOWARD BEULER FOR DOING FINDS AND A BIG THANKS TO JIM STRAIGHT FOR HELPING
OUT AGAIN TONIGHT! YOU GUYS ARE THE BEST.
Minutes by Jennefer Jercha,
Secretary for Valley Prospectors, INC.
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This is a dry-placer mining district in western San Bernardino County about 15 miles northwest of Barstow. The area was mined
intermittently from around 1900 to 1915, with a total outputvalued at about $100,000. The principal operator was the Cool Gardie
Mining Company, which operated a battery of gasoline-powered dry washers. Several two-man operations employed single dry
washers or rockers (see photo 77). Minor prospecting was done in the district duringthe 1920s and 1930s. The deposits are in a broad
valley; the gold apparently was derived from veins in granitic rocks that are to the east and northeast.

Coolgardie

About May, 1900, placer gold was discovered in shallow gravel 20 miles north of Barstow by Dick Duncan. Duncan
was one of the co-discoverers of gold at Kramer about this same time. He named his discovery the Black Nugget
after a famous mine in South Africa. Another claim, the Coolgardie, was named after a famous Australian gold
camp. In August, 1900, ten men were operating 2 dry-placer machines at Black Nugget Camp, and the

reported that, “The whole country is said to be located from Coolgardie to Lane's mill, both west
and south of Camp Vera.”

Dry-placer machines do not work with wet sand, thus during the winter of 1900-1901, the camp was shut down. In
June, 1901, they began again. Northing more is heard from the placers at Coolgardie until 1908. In October, the
Coolgardie Mining Company, which had devised a dry washer capable of treating 100 tons of gravel a day, was
working here. In 1909, Coolgardie was described as “a small mining settlement, the cabins of the miners scattered
over several square miles of dry-placer workings.” In 1911, it was stated $100,000 in gold had been taken from the
rich placers at Coolgardie.

Reference was made above to Lane's Mill, and Camp Vera. Lane's Mill, located at Lane's Well (now known as
Noble Well), is at best vaguely described. In 1909 Lane's Mill was still standing, and a photo shows several
structures. A description of the well in 1917 fails to mention the mill. It is not known what mines supported this mill.

The Camp Vera group of claims were 6 mines northeast of Lane's Mill. At this copper mine, owned by W. J.
Rodgers, there were 20 shafts from 10 to 60 feet deep. There is no record of mining at this mine since 1902.

Just 3 miles north of Lane's Well (and one and a half miles north of William's Well), M. J. Smith (see Old Woman
Mountains section) discovered the First Chance Mine in 1906. This mine, also known as the Golden Eagle, was
worked by Smith through 1911, and in November, 1913, there was a 12 by 24 foot building, arrastre and blacksmith
shop on the property. Reportedly, $3,000 in gold was taken from here.

William's Well, not far from Coolgardie, was the site of a placer operation that had probably been going on since the
excitement in 1900. In 1910, four men were working the gravel there and making good wages. This well probably
was dug in late 1909 by M. W. H. Williams, a resident of Redlands since about 1898. He and his associates spent a
number of months in 1909 examining mining property north of Barstow. By digging the well, they enabled many new
prospectors to work near there, since water was scarce. The dry placer operations are still worked from time to time.

Engineering
and Mining Journal
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We have reached 62% of our goal as of June 30, 2009, 31 donations out of 50. Please come join the fun
and help our fellow members and the community by providing “thegift of life”.

During August 2009, when you donate blood at one of LifeStream’s Donor Centers, you will receive a
complimentary cholesterol screening test. The results will be available on LifeStream’s website,
www.LStream.org, on a page that only the donor can access, approximately one week after the donation.
The process is simple, the results are priceless. Simply call LifeStream at 800.879.4484, or visit
www.LStream.org and schedule your lifesaving donation today.

Thanks again to all the wonderful people who have given in the past. So, won’t you join us in 2009 and
plan to donate blood. At the Christmas party we will have a drawing for prizes for all whohave donated–
and you get one chance for each donation.

Arvid Melvin (3)
Judd Tucker (7)
Carl Hoffman (4)
Leslie Kittleman (2)
Everett Miller (6)
Pamela Maguire (3)

(#) Number of donations made so far this year

REMEMBER ONLY “YOU” CAN GIVE THE BEST GIFT, “THE GIFT OF LIFE”.

May you find gold in your pan and in your heart as you give of yourself to others!

Lorraine Frost
Blood Bank Chairperson

BLOOD BANK NEWS “MVP”

June 2009
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I just got back from my trip up northto the Yuba River and I was fortunate to get a few days in dredging
before the Governor signed SB670 on Aug. 6. I was unfortunate, due to having my riffles of my sluice box
slam me in the face and had to get some stitches to close the gash onmy eyebrow, keeping me out of the
water for 5 days. So the gold I recovered did not quite cover the Doctor bill, but still I enjoyed the time I
had.
I talked to Kay, our Liasion on the Yuba and she said the river is all but a ghost town. She and Jack will be
there thru Aug. 15 and if no one shows up, they will be packing it in for theseason. Highbanking,
panning, metal detecting, drywashing and metal detecting arestill legal to use on our claims. You should
have a copy of the Plans of Operations with you for the claim you are working on, they are available on
our website under the Members Only section.
The Moratorium on Dredging imposed by the signing of the Bill, was effective immediately on Aug, 06. It
will be in effect at least until the EIS is done by the DFG, late summer 2011 and. After the EIS is done, it
will still have to be evaluated and such before anything happens. Unfortunately there was nothing in the
Bill mentioned about refunding the License Fee, but I would atleast try and put some pressure on the
State for taking monies, in my own opinion illegally. How can you sell something and then take it back
without refunding the money paid?
PLP2.org, is a website where you can follow any progress made on stopping the moratorium, it will also
answer a lotof your questions about the Bill in the Forum section. Even if you don’t Dredge, you should
be informed, as the way this Bill was pushed through is a bit scary and could be done to any of the ways
you prefer to Prospect. So don’t say it can’t happen, because it can and will unless you let those you vote
for know how you feel about the Legislation they propose and pass.
On a lighter note, those enjoying our Holcomb Valley claims were visited by a little shower or two
making for a cooler weekend. As long as it doesn’t get too wet, you can still drywash. Get on up there, we
still have two outings in Holcomb, Aug. and Sept., it’s cool up there while it is Steamy down in the
Valley, Gold isn’t the only reason to be in the mountains. I’ve heard rumors of Fish Tacos, that is freshly
caught Fish Tacos showing up on occasion.
Enjoy what is left of your summer, Kent Bryant

Pres. Message August 09

Edit or’s Note

If you receive the Newsletter by snail mail and have a compute r and would
prefer to get it off the web site, let me know. Then I will take your name off
the mailing list, and the club will save some money. Send me an email to
pam0128@verizon.net
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PresidentKent Bryant 951-202-9616 Apparel Larry Kennedy 909-574-0863
VP Don Baranauskus 909-335-7113 Blood Bank Loraine Frost 760-868-6564
SecretaryJennifer Jercha 951-927-4672 Budget
TreasurerSteve Schubert 951-943-0535 CFMS Bural LaRue 909-874-5664

Claims John Howell 951-247-1037

Courtsey Pam Maguire 951-316-2568
Renee Riehl 909-904-5993 Editor Pam Maguire 951-316-2568
Larry Kennedy 909-574-0863 Finds/Month John Howell 951-247-1037
Gary Jercha 951-927-4672 Lee Hoffman 760-364-4256
Bruce Kelvin 951-966-8655 50/50 Dan Cornia 909-797-6111
Ed Riehl 909-904-5993 Gazette Dist. Pam Maguire 951-316-2568
Steve Pepper 760-318-4261 Gold Sales Walt Evans 760-662-3100
Roger Zay 951-925-9294 Steve Schubert 951-943-0535
Pam Maguire 951-316-2568 Lady Luck Neva Golsch 909-944-0775

Librarian Ed Riehl 909-904-5993
Phil Thomas 951-369-8658 Membership Debbie VanHolland 951-685-2440
Mary Mary Valdez 951-369-8658 Name Tags Debbie VanHolland 951-685-2440
Bart VanHolland 951-685-2440 Programs Don Baranauskus 909-335-7113
Debbie VanHolland 951-685-2440 RefreshmentsRose & Keith Sanchez 909-873-0190

Wagon Master

Web Master Gary Schiszler 435-813-2237
DaveRempel 909-783-4009
Walt Evans 760-662-3100
John Howell 951247-1037

(1) Valley Prospectors, Inc., Claim Rules and Regulations
(2) Special Rules for Northern California (Yuba River Claims)
(3) Claim Maps to all c laims
Burro 1 & 2 Placer Claims 10 acres ea
Coolgard ie Placer Claims 40 acres ea
Gold Venture & Pickett 3 Placer Claims 20 acres ea
Hungryman 1, 2, 3, 4 and Chunker Placer Claims 120 acres ea
Indian Gulch 1 & 2 and Indian Flat Pacer Claim 20 acres ea
Jackass 1, 2, & 3 Placer Claims 160 acres ea
Miner’s Folly Placer Claim 60 acres
Moriah Placer Claim 15 acres
Pickett 2 Placer Claim 20 acres ea
(Cajon Pass) Summit Placer Claim 51 acres

New Officers for 2009
Executive Officers 2009 Committee Chairpersons

Board of Directors

Alternate Board Members

FOR MEMBERS ONLY
valleyprospectors.net

password

Contents:

Plan of Operations (Yuba River Claims)
Appendix
Moriah Claim A Moriah Claim B
Union Flat Claim A Union Flat Claim B
Wild Plumb A Wild Plumb

This site is for members only and is not seen by the general pub lic. To obtain the you must be a current paid
member, and go to the web site and fill out the information and submit it. In a few da ys you will receive an email that will
tell you the rest.

You will needa copy of t he appendix wit h t he Plan of Operat ions
You will also need a print out of bot h A and B f or each claim



10

10

Claims Trainin g Class
Just a reminder -- The class training starts this Sunday (the 12th) at the H&R Block traning
classroom, 23819C Sunnymead Blvd in Moreno Valley at 1:00 PM sharp. The office is located
about in the middle of the Superior Market (used to be a Vons) stripmall on Sunnymead Blvd
between Heacock and Graham.


