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Send Exchange Bulletins to:            
     Cornel Gleason, Editor  
     P.O. Box 2923                                              
     San Bernardino, CA 92406 
     E-mail    biolab2@verizon.net                                

 

  
 
        

           First Day of Spring is 21 March 
 



                                                                                                             
Officers for 2006  

President Kent Bryant……………909.464.3340                                                                                               

Vice President John Howell………951.247.1037 

Secretary Steve Schubert…………951.943.0535 

Treasurer Pat LaRue…….……….909.874.5664 

 

Board of Directors 

Don Baranauskus.…………………909.790.4951 

Dan Cornia…………………………909.797.6111 

Gary Jercha………………………..951.927.4672 

Jennefer Jercha……………………951.927.4672 

Larry Kennedy……………………909.574.0863 

Bural LaRue……………………….909.874.5664  

Mary Schubert…………………….951.943.0535 

Travis Templeton………………….909.289.9265 

Phil Thomas……………………….951.369.8658 

Mary Mary Valdez………………..951.369.8658 

Bart Van Holland…………………951.685.2440 

Debbie Van Holland………………951.685.2440 

 

Alternate Board Members 

Gary Crabtree…………………….909.862.8534 

Jack Hunt………………………….951.654.1043 

 
March General Meeting is 29th @ 7:OO PM                      
Last Thursday of Each Month 
Knights of Columbus Hall1 
729 E. Baseline Road 
San Bernardino, CA 
 

We’re on the WEB 
www.valleyprospectors.com 
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Apparel.....Susan + Travis Templeton..909.289.9265  

Blood Bank...Mary Schubert.................951.943.0535 

Budget..........Pat LaRue……………….909.874.5664 

CFMSDir….Bural LaRue…………….909.874.5664  

Claims............John Howell.....................951.247.1037  

Courtesy…Mary Mary Valdez…..……951.369.8658 

Editor..........Cornel Gleason...................951.247.7429  

Finds/Month...Jack + Celina Hunt........951.654.1043 

Fifty/Fifty…..Bll Gunderson…………..909.948.2029 

Gazette Dist...Cornel + Ruth Gleason...951.247.7429  

Gold Sales......Steve Schubert.................951.943.0535  

Lady Luck......Neva Golsch....................909.944.0775  

Librarian........Robert Garcia.................909.335.4398 

Membership...Bural LaRue...................909.874.5664 

Program.........John Howell.....................951.247.1037 

Refreshments...Lee + Dee Hoffman.......760.364.4256   

Wagmaster.Debbie + Bart VanHolland.951.685.3440 

Web Master...Gary Schistler..........….....435.835.9451     

            Humor in the Club 
 

The Duck & the Lawyer 
 
A big city lawyer went duck hunting 
in rural Tennessee. He shot and 
dropped a bird, but it fell into a 
farmer's field on the other side of a 
fence.  As the lawyer climbed over 
the fence, an elderly farmer drove up 
on his tractor and asked what he was 
doing.  The litigate responded, "I 
shot a duck and it fell in this 
field, and now I'm going to retrieve 
it." 
 
The old farmer replied, "This is my 
property, and you are not coming over 
here." 
 
The indignant lawyer said, "I am one 
of the best trial attorneys in the 



United States and, if you don't let 
me get that duck, I'll sue you and 
take everything you own." 
 
The old farmer smiled and said, 
"Apparently, you don't know how we 
settle disputes in Tennessee. We 
settle small disagreements like this 
using the 'Three Kick Rule.'" 
 
The lawyer asked, "What is the 'Three 
Kick Rule'?" 
 
The Farmer replied, "Well, because 
the dispute occurs on my land, I get 
to go first. I kick you three times 
and then you kick me three times and 
so on back and forth until someone 
gives up." 
 
The attorney quickly thought about 
the proposed contest and decided that 
he could easily take the old codger. 
He agreed to abide by the local 
custom. 
                                 
The old farmer slowly climbed down 
from the tractor and walked up to the 
attorney. 
                          
His first kick planted the toe of his 
heavy steel-toed work boot into the 
lawyer’s groin and dropped him to his 
knees. 
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His second kick to the midriff sent 
the lawyer's last meal gushing from 
his mouth. 
 
The lawyer was on all fours when the 
farmer's third kick to his rear end, 
sent him face-first into a fresh cow 
pie. 
 
The lawyer summoned every bit of his 
will and managed to get to his feet. 
 
Wiping his face with the arm of his 
jacket, he said, "Okay, you old fart. 
Now it's my turn." 
 
The old farmer smiled and said, "Nah, 
I give up. You can have the duck." 
 
 

       

 

 
 
                                                                                                                                              
 

 

 

 

 
                                                                                                                                                               
The Prezzzzzz Sayzzzzzzz:  
 
Spring is just around the corner, March 21st to be exact, daylight savings begins March 11 so there should be 
no excuse about not getting out to the desert and finding some gold. January’s outing was a bit chilly at night 
but was told by Debbie that the days were beautiful and evenings mild enough to have a nice fire before 
bedtime.  February outing will be Feb. 25, Summit Sunday at the Summit Claims, weather permitting. 
March outing will be in Coolgardie again, you know, where all the good Gold is coming from.  
  
Dan Cornia will be Chairing the Iris Festival this year and is looking for some volunteers at our Panning 
Booth. John will be having a Claims meeting in late April, give him a call if your interested in helping out. 
Cornel is waiting for your recipes for the Club Cookbook he is putting together. March Program will be 
Eileen Phillips, she is a long time Volunteer Fire Lookout in the San Bernardino Forest, should have some 
interesting stories. 
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You might have noticed your newsletter was a little late and that it was for Jan. & Feb. We are going to get 
the newsletter out earlier in the month, this will give you, the members, more time to plan for the outings and 
for any shows or events that come earlier in the month. We are sorry if this caused any confusion, hopefully 
this will be a good change and give the Editor some leeway at crunch time. You might also have noticed our 
outings are later in the month, after the General Meeting. This too should help you last minute planners 
know there is an outing after the meeting and where. This change was also done to coincide with the full 
moons or at least close to them. 
 
Kent Bryant 
 
------------------------------------- 
Outings -     Summit Sunday     -  February 25    Summit Claim                  
                      
                    Coolgardie             -  March 30, 31, Apr. 01  Oro Rico Claim 
 
                    Coolgardie             -  April 28, 29       Oro Rico Claim 
 
  Wagon Master - Debbie Van Holland, 951--685-2440,    All outings subject to weather. 
 
------------------------------------- 
Shows & Events  
 ------------------------------------- 
Dues - **** $35.00, send them in now ****or you will be dropped from the roster in April.                       
 
                                                              ************ 
              

                                                  
 

March Announcements 
 

1.    We are still collecting recipes for our miner’s cookbook.  Send what you want to Mary Mary or the 
Editor. 
 
2.    Black light flashlights are now available for members only.  They are very useful for detecting several 
collectable minerals that phosphoresce.  Contact the Editor if you are interested.  These units are nice metal-
type using diode technology instead of bulbs.  They are about four inches long and cost $11.00 each, batteries 
included. 
 
3.    We are back to gold bag drawings for email members.  Last year we saved almost $1,000 using email 
Gazette mail outs.  We will try to have 2 drawing each month.  Last year we had around 22 winners. 
 
4.    This year the board tried to have outings as close to full moons as possible.  The camp circle is greatly 
enhanced with a full moon.  Join the outings and have a great evening on the claim. 
 

 
 

 
 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                                                                        Page 5    
 

Gold History 
 

It is estimated that the total amount of gold won from the earth to the end of 1985 is about 3.85 billion (3.85 x 
103) troy oz (120 x 103 g.).  
Of this amount:  
2% was produced prior to 1492,  
8% during the period 1492-1800,  
20% during the interval 1801-1900,  
70% from 1901-1985  
(all figures being rough estimates).  

In volume the total amount of gold won from the earth would occupy 6,300 m3 or an 18.5 m cube, a small 
volume of metal indeed to have so influenced the toil, trials, tribulations, and destiny of man for 5,000 years.  

The current annual world production of gold is about 1,338 metric tons.  
50% of this production is derived from quartz-pebble conglomerate deposits,  
20% from eluvial and alluvial placers, and the remainder from the various vein and disseminated deposits.  

Engineering and Mining Journal , May 19, June 9, 1900; Nellie Payne, Coolgardie Placer Mines, 
Patricia Keeling, ed. (Barstow: Mojave River Valley  Museum Association, 1977), p. 108.  
 
                                    ________________________________________________________ 
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On account of the inconvenience of washing, the people have, up to this time, 
only gathered the metal on the banks, which is done simply with a shovel, filling a shallow dish, bowl, basket, 
or tin pan, with a quantity of black sand, similar to the class used on paper, and washing out the sand by 
movement of the vessel. It is now two or three weeks since the men employed in those washings have 
appeared in this town with gold, to exchange for merchandise and provisions. I presume nearly 20,000 
dollars of this gold has as yet been so exchanged. Some 200 or 300 men have remained up the river, or are 
gone to their homes, for the purpose of returning to the Placer, and washing immediately with shovels, picks, 
and baskets; many of them, for the first few weeks, depending on borrowing from others. I have seen the 
written statement of the work of one man for sixteen days, which averaged 25 dollars per day; others have, 
with a shovel and pan, or wooden bowl, washed out 10 dollars to even 50 dollars in a day. There are now 
some men yet washing who have 500 dollars to 1,000 dollars. As they have to stand two feet deep in the river, 
they work but a few hours in the day, and not every day in the week.  
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A few men have been down in boats to this port, spending twenty to thirty ounces of gold each—about 
300 dollars. I am confident that this town (San Francisco) has one-half of its tenements empty, locked 
up with the furniture. The owners—storekeepers, lawyers, mechanics, and laborers—all gone to the 
Sacramento with their families. Small parties, of five to fifteen men, have sent to this town and offered 
cooks ten to fifteen dollars per day for a few weeks. Mechanics and teamsters, earning the year past 
five to eight dollars per day, have struck and gone. Several U.S. volunteers have deserted. U.S. 
baroque Anita, belonging to the Army, now at anchor here, has but six men. One Sandwich Island 
vessel in port lost all her men; and was obliged to engaged another crew at 50 dollars for the run of 
fifteen days to the Islands.  

One American captain having his men shipped on this coast in such a manner that they could leave at 
any time, had them all on the eve of quitting, when he agreed to continue their pay and food; leaving 
one on board, he took a boat and carried them to the gold regions—furnishing tools and giving his 
men one-third. They have been gone a week. Common spades and shovels, one month ago worth 1 
dollar, will now bring 10 dollars, at the gold regions. I am informed 50 dollars has been offered for 
one. Should this gold continue as represented, this town and others would be depopulated. Clerks’ 
wages have risen from 600 dollars to 1000 per annum, and board; cooks, 25 dollars to 30 dollars per 
month. This sum will not be any inducement a month longer, unless the fever and ague appears 
among the washers. The Californian, printed here, stopped this week. The Star newspaper office, 
where the new laws of Governor Mason, for this country, are printing, has but one man left. A 
merchant, lately from China, has even lost his China servants. Should the excitement continue 
through the year, and the whale-ships visit San Francisco, I think they will lose most all their crews. 
How Col. Mason can retain his men, unless he puts a force on the spot, I know not. 

I have seen several pounds of this gold, and consider it very pure, worth in New York 17 dollars to 18 
dollars per ounce; 14 dollars to 16 dollars, in merchandise, is paid for it here. What good or bad effect 
this gold mania will have on California, I cannot fore tell. It may end this year; but I am informed 
that it will continue many years. Mechanics now in this town are only waiting to finish some rude 
machinery, to enable them to obtain the gold more expeditiously, and free from working in the river. 
Up to this time, but few Californians have gone to the mines, being afraid the Americans will soon 
have trouble among themselves, and cause disturbance to all around. I have seen some of the black 
sand, as taken from the bottom of the river (I should think in the States it would bring 25 to 50 cents 
per pound), containing many pieces of gold; they are from the size of the head of a pin to the weight of 
the eighth of an ounce. I have seen some weighing one-quarter of an ounce (4 dollars). Although my 
statements are almost incredible, I believe I am within the statements believed by every one here. Ten 
days back, the excitement had not reached Monterey. I shall, within a few days, visit this gold mine, 
and will make another report to you. In closed you will have a specimen.  

I have the honor to be, very respectfully,  

(Signed.) THOMAS O. LARKIN.  

P.S. This placer, or gold region, is situated on public land. 
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                 Valley Prospectors General Meeting  25 Jan 2007 
 
Called to order by Kent 7:07 p.m. Pledge by Kent. Courtesy: Mary Mary Chuck Smith passed away. Mike 
Rafferty,s wife is in the hospital. Charlene will have surgery Feb 6th. No minutes for Christmas party. 
Treasurer report: Pat. Coming events: Kent GPAA show Feb. 17th and 18th. 50/50: Travis. Lady luck: Neva 
Feb. will be a white elephant. Membership: Bural. Wagon master: Debbie Summit Sunday Feb. 25th. Finds 
of the month: Gary. Gold sales: Steve is making up gold bags for the shows. Gold coin raffle will be at the 
April meeting. Library: Robert we have DVD,s on the lost Dutchman mine. Editor: Cornel handed out 
newsletters at the meeting. Needs E-mail addresses. Cornel demonstrated a small black light flashlight cost is 
$10.00. Claims: John we need a liaison for the northern claims. CFMS: Bural 68th Gem show will be in 
Palmdale w need help with the panning booth June 15,16,and17th. Blood bank: Mary Jan. is national blood 
donor month. Thanks to Dave and Bural for blood donation prizes for 2007. Club apparel: Travis working 
on jackets. Program: John on placer geology. Excellent program thanks John. Old business: Mary motion to 
donate $100.00 for new bloodmobile 1st Roger 2nd Roger motion passed. Constitution mandate budget. Pat 
explained budget. Motion to accept 1st Steve 2nd John motion passed. New business: Kent vote on alternate 
board members Gary Crabtree and Jack Hunt. Steve1st Ed 2nd passed. Motion to renew PLP membership 
Steve1st Grady 2nd passed. We need a chair for the Iris festival. 50/50 Pam. Finds of the month: Gold Sam 1st 
Don 2nd. Treasure Gary. Meeting closed 8:35pm. 
 
                                                      Steven E. Schubert Secretary 
 

                    Valley Prospectors Board meetin g 1 Feb. 2007 7:03pm 
 
Kent presiding. Roll call: 15 present 3 absent. Minutes: Steve Dan 1st MaryMary 2 nd accepted. Treasurer 
report; Pat Thanks for the budget. Membership Bural: everything is good. Editor: Cornel info for newsletter 
by the 10th. Still need recipes have 60. Feb. newsletter out in E-mail. Claims: John, Need liaison. Late April 
for 1st claims meeting. Read letter from forest service about letter of intent. Need to put northern claims info 
in newsletter. Program: John, Walt for Feb. and Irene for March to talk on fire lookout history. Courtesy: 
Marymary, info on Charlene and thank you from Tanya. Wagon master: Debbie, Good outing cold at night 
and 7 people at the potluck. Gold sales: Steve, GPAA show in Feb. and gold coin raffle in April. 50/50: 
Travis. Club apparel: Travis no info on jackets yet. CFMS: Bural. Budget: Kent, thank you Pat for the 
budget. Steve has the propane tank for the club outings. Need to find the first aid kit. Mary, we need to do an 
inventory on the storage unit. Blood bank: Mary, 2 prizes for the blood donations> four donations in Jan. 
Library: Kent, we have new videos. Lady luck: White elephant for Feb. Old business: Kent, Iris Festival 
needs a chair. Dan volunteered. Bural contact for parks for Rendezvous Oct 26,27 and 28th. John our 
organization is under 501C7 for tax purposes. Kent, Memorial fund has no way to refill. Fund has to be 
available to all members. How much do we donate. John, three problems. Can be brought up to the general 
membership to refill fund, we need to set procedures in bylaws, and current CD stops taking out or adding to 
it. Currently cannot spend money without procedures and fund maturity in June.  Kent was originally set up 
to help with funeral expenses. Bural, discussion on the Memorial fund. Jennifer, do we need the fund. 
Jennifer motion to drop the memorial fund. Bural 2nd. Discussion Steve, Larry Kent passes the gavel to John, 
Bural Jennifer. John calls for the vote Passed. New business: No chair yet for the appreciation dinner as part 
of the rendezvous. Kent gave certificate to Travis. Storage inventory will be March 3rd at 10am Meeting 
adjourned 8:10pm. 
 
 
                                                    Steven E. Schubert Secretary 
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BLOOD BANK NEWS MARCH 07 
   

DO YOU KNOW THAT THREE TEASPOONS OF BLOOD CAN SAVE A BABY’S LIFE  ? 
 

      Please don’t forget the people who need you t he most. People need blood all 
year long and only you can give the gift of life to  them. Your one donation can be 
the perfect gift to several patients.  Give patient s in need another year to celebrate 
with family and friends.   THANK YOU FOR GIVING THE  ONE PERFECT GIFT !    
LIFE FOR ONE MORE DAY!    
 
    We have started the year off great !   We had 4 donations in January :   Thank you  Lorraine Frost , Arvid 
Melvin , Travis Templeton and William Vejchar.  
 
BURL LARUE  and DAVE MILLIKIN donated two raffle gifts for a blood donor drawi ng at the Christmas 
Party.  Thanks guys.  Your donation is greatly appreciated. 

                                           Thank Yo u!    Mary (blood bank chairperson)                            

                     COMMUNITY BLOOD DONOR CENTERS 

                             BE SURE TO TELL THEM “ MVP” 
 
 
     SAN BERNARDINO                                               HIGH DESERT 
384 ORANGE SHOW RD.                            11941 HESPERIA RD.- HESPERIA 
909-885-6503 760-949-6344 
ORANGE SHOW & 215                           1 ½ BLKS. SO. OF BEAR VALLEY RD.       
 
RIVERSIDE                                                    ONTARIO 
4006 VAN BUREN BLVD.                         1959 EAST FOURTH ST.  
951-687-2530              909-987-3158 
VAN BUREN & GARFIELD                          FOURTH & VINEYARD 
 
                  COMMUNITY BLOOD DONOR CENTER 
                          1148 SAN BERNARDINO RD.  
                             SUITE 203, UPLAND 
                               909-920-0625       ACROSS FROM SAN ANTONIO COMMUNITY HOSPITAL       
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For Sale 
 

Warren Classifier  “Highbanker” 
Unused $350.00 OBO 

Tesoro Diablo Umax metal detector 
used 2 or 3 hours,  excellent shape  

$275.00 

              Call Kent Bryant  951-202-9616 

               MINING CLAIM FOR SALE 
20 ACRE PLACER CLAIM ON GREENHORN 

CREEK 
10 MILES FROM GRASS VALLEY, CALIFORNIA  

LARGE RV PARKING AREA 
YEAR ROUND CREEK 

BELOW THE QUAKER HILL DIGGINGS 
CALL BILL AT 916-478-2733 

$2500 
 

Industrial 6” Keene Dredge 
16 hp Briggs and Stratton with SS Reserve Tank 

263 Air Compressor with like new hoses 
Only 60 hours on motor all on 6 X 12 Trailer 

$ 3400 OBO 
Call  Ron 626-221-2459 for more details 

1929 Model “A” Replica – 4 cyl – 4 speed 
New tires and Carpet, excellent Condition 

Runs Great – Less than 10,000 miles 
 

Larry Kennedy  909-574-0863 
 

$ 15,500.00 Firm 

    2002 Yamaha Quad Raptor 660 
Very Fast 

$ 4500.00  Extras 
 

Larry Kennedy  909-574-0863 

 

  

  

 



 

MINING & MORE 

              

101 “I” Ave., Suite B, Hesperia, CA 92345 
(760) 948-3333  ····   Fax (760) 553-1394 

info@miningandmore.com 
Walter Evans                             Richard Evans 

“““ YYYooouuurrr    OOOnnneee   SSSttt oooppp   TTT rrr eeeaaasssuuurrr eee   SSSuuupppeeerrr    SSSttt ooorrr eee!!! ”””    


